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Disappearing
IN NAPA, A PONDSIDE HOUSE BECOMES
ONE WITHITS SETTING :

Architecture by Howard ). Backen, ras
Internior Design by Jacques Saint Dizier, asio

Text by Penslope Rowlancls
Photography by Erhard Pleiffer
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r.'|"11'.f_f them “Tak
Light” and “great crysea l5 omi thie surface
of the earth.” Living on a pond became,
for the 19k v Wriner, something
af a vocaton. So, too, for a modern con-
140 hally acres in Calito
nGuined numerons

from their point o
one spot—a waterside one
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of the seremni

have been a mi
cd from the land, th

make it go .
plains I...Lu.]..-.'-n

as his girlfriend

roof acts as cameufl langing with
the seasons, beco rdant in the
WINTEr 1

|-'.ﬂ.-.I The affs
ne and diametric
r_l'-'\-:-llrllt;'lllhrl"l:' { ;
councry, where, in the past few years,
QUESIEe mansions seem (o hove s
up in closrers, like muoshr
rain. From the warer the house
anything but earthbound; its three ter-
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frm 2 man-madk: struciere inbo a
natural elemsent,” archiiect Henvard
J. Backen sanvs of a howse e destgned
for a couple in Califomia's Wapa Val-
ley: lJ.Fr Alll the ceilings have woesd
|m|'|_||4\.l':r.
nabes drgu__'ur_r_lql'ql Saimt Dhigier.
The dining arca faces the pomil.







races appear to float. To create this ef-
fect, Backen drained the pond, serting
the foundation back 18 inches from
shore, then cantilevered the terraces out
six feet into the warer. “It was a fear of
construction,” he allows,

Thaose who can actually find the resi-
dence enter at roof level, making their
way down an exterior stonge staircase to
the main entrance—a pair of E:Iil.lir'lg
wood-and-agate shoiji screens. Once in-
.idl:, they're brought face to face wath the
Vi, I:‘-T]‘r'ﬂ'IJJ'IFﬂFh..I'I! out to the pond,”
Backen sava. The howse, which is see at an
angle that parallels the shoreline, con-
it of thres parts: & l:l.'r.|'.|!ru"|:|:|n|ngj|:|1.'
ing room; a master bedroom, bath and
Iihrnr‘l.-'1 and an office and garage, The
architect was building his own house,
just five miles away, at the same tme he
designed the pondside one, and deci-
sions were sometimes made during his
client's imprompmu visits to that site.
“I'd go to his place and say, ‘Damn, that
lrving room is too lang; | don't want it
'I:|1n ir.rrl.ﬂ, the clieie recalle In this 'n.n'l.'
they arrived at the right Irnp'rh for the
cumpleq WL TIAIN. Foom—just under 43
feer. They kept its scale m.ln.aﬁr-ahlr. by
limiting the ceiling height (to nine feer,
six inches), “If vou have a 10- or 12-foot
ceiling, you have a big, important room—
it's not welcoming," the owner explains

The bi-parting floor-to-ceiling doors,
which were designed by Backen, provide
endless versadlity. “When the doors are
o, it's an open-air pavilion; when the
SCTEENS are ]!lu.“l:d, i's @ sereen |E r|'|:1.1.,'1|
the architect says. Thanks to this cross
ventilation, as well as the sod roof's
insulating propertes, no ar-conditon-
ing is necessary. An architecture maven,
the owner contributed numerows i
including the living room's distinctive
cnisscrossed ceiling, “We first had a hem-
lock ceiling, then saw this ceiling in a
picture of a Japanese house” he re-
members. The two-by-12-foot hemlock
strips that traverse the room bring “just
the right amount of lightness to the
plaster, It gives an airy feeling,”

The architeet set the house’s tone—
aquite hiterally—by suppesting that the oot
stone used around the base of dhwe build-
ing, hath insde and our, be of a light hoe
“We came up with a color suitable for
the exterior and mterior based on that
stone,” says interior des signer Jacques
Spint Dhzier, who practices in the Sono-
ma County town of Healdsburg (with a
sarellite office in Hawaii). The inside

Cieposrme: “The trensonmss in the i
brary's coffered cedling provide ven-
tilatdon and the room's only nataral
Hight," sayx Backen. Owver the fire-

ploce is Calaiz, a photograph by Jo-
el Koadelka. Arove: .iTun-.'iﬁl:lm'I
Basguiat painting is in the masver

bedrosem. Cadvin Klein bedorvering.

LErT: “The sdes behind the maser
beath was i be able wo redax in g
ks, bwsk ar the reservonr and 1he
hillsicles andl feel like wou're floaring
o a boat on that reservedn” explains
Backen. Pler Stockmans ereancd the
T swall iisiallatian. The cahiners
were erafited by amisan Mike Peck.




Overnight visitors bed down on a guest
boat. From its deck, the house, with its watery

Tow; The ponsd reflects the dwelling
st sidsed, AR “The objecitre was
on Bl an witing and aesthetical-
||| ediied himise that would Blend in-
vnr fes plivsical surroundings." says
Backen. I"l_[lll. with Saint Dhzicr,
Landscape architzet Jack Chandler
used native planes o te propenty

reflection, casts a distinctly cinematic ﬁpei_l e

'h

walls aren 'I-"]ll.-=|r sha j:_, !.I'u.*-_-u tside omnes

|J1 tl
in A pa
the sca-grass carpet is |1t'l one slement
thear i'll.IJI.". that R ll“ |,.I-!_‘|I_'|_'| [ Il_:r j[1_||“ |J|.I_
hillsade in,” he says. This is an unfussy, al-
mest masculine interior, In thus clumee-

free rone, substantial pieces square off

NS edu |1. forcefinl one

ing expansive lmffalo-leather sofas and

lounge chairs uphalstered in forest

mohair, Almast every piece has a stre

silhowette, with personality to spare.
The house is deliberately small—just

one bedro [

.-"uipuit. as in divest. Any new ag .,|||1~.1

l||||.1.\. terad to be Asian- |11F|lj|:|"|_‘| includ-
handsome |.'. crafred cabinets of
1, maple : and Japaness paper, in

which the couple store their clothes,

“We wanued to sty with the Paciic Rim

influence that runs throughourt the inre-

Saint Dizier.

The lilbrary 15 the locus of some high-
rd playi

pean't overlook the water, “le
didn't want the group to be distracted”
Backen veases. Ins smple, geometric ma-
1y shelving unit, by Saint Dizier,
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ollection of Astan are. which i=

quite extensive and quite beauriful,” the
designer sayvs. Ohver |1||_|]|t itars hed
-I!II'I.'.:I:I @ t11|.' WAtET—Or, [
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vl leva-hulled Fuest .

the honse, with its watery reflect
casts a distinctly cinem: |||| spell; each
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The greatest pond lover of them all—
Tharean—once wrote that Walden was
“a mirror which no spone can erack,
whose guicksilver will never wear off,
whose [:li-.lu:h Nature continually re-
Fh'.l]l'l- This 'Lruirh L i., m 5.||1|.||_.1||!

truck tomes, “T'd neve ed o Wt

save the owner, “T didn't kniow all

the wonderful things that would come
with it, the reflection and the light.” O
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